26                               LOTHAIR.

sums were at liis disposition he was not aware that he had
overdrawn his account.

This was rather awkward. Lothair wanted a consider-
able sum, and he wanted it at once. Irrespective of the
consequent delay, he shrunk from any communication with
his guardians. From his uncle he had become, almost in-
sensibly, estranged, and with his other guardian he had
never had the slightest communication. Under these cir-
cumstances he recalled the name of the solicitor of the
trustees, between whom and himself there had been occa-
sional correspondence; and being of a somewhat impetuous
disposition, he rode off at once from his hotel to Lincoln's
Inn.

Mr. Giles listened to the narrative with unbroken in-
terest and unswerving patience, with his eyes fixed on his
client, and occasionally giving a sympathetic nod.

* And so,' concluded Lothair, ' I thought I would come
to you.'

* We are honoured/ said Mr. Giles.     * And certainly it
is quite absurd that your Lordship should want money, and
for a worthy purpose, and not be able to command it.
Why! the balance in the name of the trustees never was so
great as at this moment; and this very day, or to-morrow
at furthest,   I  shall  pay  no    ^s   than   eight-and-thirty
thousand pounds timber money to the account.'

* Well, I don't want a fifth of that,' said Lotbair.

* Your  Lordship   has   an   objection   to   apply  to   the
trustees ? ' enquired Mr. Giles.

* That is the point of the whole of my statement,' said
Lothair, somewhat impatiently.

'And yet it is the right and regular thing,' said Mr.
Giles.                                                   -

* It may be right and it may be regular, but it is out of
fche question.'

'Then v?e will say no more about it    What I want to